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II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Poltce. 


The Barisal Hitaishi of the 4th October says that the disarmament  Banzsa: Brann, 


of the Backergunge district has led to increased 
Ravages of wild beasts in the ravages by wild beasts in the villages, and there is no 
a Si i et knowing how much worse matters will still become 
in this respect. A few days ago a leopard appeared in Hesamaddi, within the 
jurisdiction of the Mendiganj thana, and wounded about a dozen men, two of 
wbom, Rahemaddi and Emeraddi, have died. There being no firearms in the 
zamindar’s cutchery or in the possession of the villagers, the latter live in 
constant fear for their lives. The leopard in question has been keeping itself 
aloof for a few days, probably to come out and renew its ravages again. 
leopard was also killed in Aichhagram after it had attacked one Abdulla, 
Leopards are also making their appearance in Saistabad, and kill cattle, goats 
and dogs. , 
¥ A correspondent writes in the Sansodhint of the 5th October that on 
es see 5 ails ae 19th gen Ws a — in . house of 
the police ina case of snakee Kali Das Biswas, of village Madarsa, in the Chitta- 
ain heen con, reat gong district, died from saake-bike at 2 o'clock at 


night. The next day a report was sent to the police, but they appeared on the . 


scene three days after, and ordered the corpse to be cremated, The police- 
station is only five miles off the place of occurrence. 
3. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the constables of 
ae Chittagong town are in the habit of wrongfully 
oppribe-taking by the police in arresting innocent villagers on the false charge of 
agong town. a. .% ° ° “ | 
committing nuisance in public places and of ex- 
torting bribes from them. One day the correspondent was going to school, 
when he came across a man who was going home to fetch money to gratify a 
constable. This constable, who was on duty on the Chakbazar beat, arrested 
this man as well as two boys for committing nwsance. The man paid the 
constable a bribe, and was let off, but the two boys were hauled up before the 
Court of Mr. Ward, who acquitted them. The boys had answered a call of 
nature in a place out of the municipal jurisdiction. 
4, The Bangavast of the 8th October writes as follows :— 
The B The police is a powerful auxiliary of the Gov- 
. a ee ernment in the administration of the country. It 
is the police through which the executive power of the Government is revealed 
to the people. To tell the truth, police officers are known to the Indian public 
as the rulers of the country, and in days gone by old women, in blessing a man, 
wished to see him made a daroga. Now-a-days, however, the police has 
become an object of hatred and contempt. There are people serving in the 
police who are not even admitted to respectable society. People keep them- 
selves aloof from the police. The very name police suggests the idea of an 
oppressive, cruel and zubberdust individual who takes bribes. This is not a 
good thirg for the Government. It is true thet Mr. Henry, the Inspector- 
General of Police, is taking educated youths into the police service. It 1s 
true that the authorities have a sharp eye upon the conduct of the police. 
Still thé police have not been able to earn a good name. Is there no remedy 
for this? If the police goes on falling in the estimation of the public, there 1s 
every likelihood of the loyalty of the people becoming weakened. The 
Pandés and Dobés and Khan Sahibs who serve as constables are not in the 
habit of speaking courteously to the people. A policeman is sure to speak in a 
hectoring tone. But the police is a part and parcel of the Government, and it 
should not be unnecessarily severe towards the public. 
5. The Sanjivani of the 8th October would like to know if the people of 
ae _ Ghatal will not be relieved of the burden of the 
one, cost of punitive police in gdditional police, now that Mr. Mackertich’s judg- 
ment in the riot case clearly shows that the whule 
bleme of the riot rested with the Deputy Magistrate of Ghatal, and the accused 
were not implicated in any conspiracy. The whole cost of the punitive police 
ought to be realised from the Deputy Magistrate, and the people of hatal 


Ought to be repaid what they have paid for its maintenance. 
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Dacca Gazerre, 6. The Dacca Gazetle of the 10th October hos the following :— 


Oct. 10th, 1898, ae The people of Dacca are suffering great incon- 
Police oppression in Dacca town. venience in conse quence o # the police bar allowing 
boats to remain or to load or unload at the river ghats, In this the police ig 


going beyond the orders of the authorities, which simply forbid the stay of boats 
at the ghats. Again, the Police Superintendent has issued an order to the effect 
that a cart standing or unloading goods on a public street shall be proceeded 
against under Act V. People have been put to great inconvenience in con- 


sequence of this order. How can people take their goods into their houses 
from carts without at first unloading the same in the 


oad ublic street? A 
leading pleader of Dacca, Babu Trailokya Nath Basu, was lately harassed by 
the police for keeping firewood on the road for 4 very short time. How the 
poor of Dacca are fairing may be easily imagined from this. 


(b}— Working of the Courts. 


CuaRu MIHR, 7 The Charu Miur of the 3rd October writes as follows:— : 
Oct. 8rd, 1898, os ie ik i li o Mr. Roe, Collector of Mymensingh, has passed 
O e °@ e 
cdi @ womector Oo" an order requiring parties to purchase court-fee 


stamps in their own names, whether they purchase 
personally or through their pleaders or mukhtars, and to record explanations in 


the documents which are submitted if they are are not presented on the day 
on which the stamps affixed thereto are purchased. ‘The order also makes one 
liable to prosecution if stamps purchased by him are affixed to applications, etc., 
submitted by another. The Collector would not have committed the mistake 
he has fallen into if, before publishing his order, he had carefully read the 
Stamp Act and the Court-fees Act and the rules framed by Government under 
those two enactments. It is well known that the provisions of the Acts being 
generally oppressive, Government enforces them in a spirit of leniency, and 
Mr. Roe must have forgotten this when he issued his order. If his order is 
enforced, the public will be seriously inconvenienced. 

There is no law under which a person making use of a court-fee stamp 
purchased by another person can be prosecuted. Itis true Act XII of 1891 
provides punishment for one who sells court-fee stamps without possessing 
a license, but there is no provision in that or any other law for the punishment 
of a pleader or mukhtar who puts a court-fee stamp purchased for a client 
either to his own use or to that of some other client. ‘The law also requires the 
name of the party buying a court-fee stamp to be written thereon, but there js 
no provision as to who is to write it. The vendor commits no offence by 
refusing to write the name of the buyer or of the person through whom a 
stamp is bought, and there is no means of compelling him to do it. It 1s, 
moreover, not easy to see why an explanation should be asked for the use of a 
court-fee stamp on a date subsequent to that on which it is purchased, when no 
explanation is required in regard to the use of a non-judicial stamp even one 
year after its purchase. The Collector's order will create opportunities for the 
gratification of private malice. Mr. Roe had no power to issue such an order 
without the Government’s sanction. oe 

The sale of eight-anna court-fee stamps is so large in this district that 
Government should rather exempt vendors here, like vendors in Calcutta, in the 
case of eight-anna and one-rupee court-fee stamps, from the operation of the 
provision of the law requiring the name of the purchaser and the date of sale 
to be written on the stamp. The writing of such name and date takes up 
much time, and vendors are put to great loss on that account. It is certainly 
right to put down frauds in connection with stamps, but in doing so nothing 
should be done that may cause serious inconvenience to the public. 


8. The same paper; says that in a certain case in which one Baul Para- 
ed 1 of Khas Katuli, was “oe pe and ~— by 
eirate in the Myno, Babu Krishna Chandra Sarkar, Honorary Magis- 
oa lh dese nah trate of Tangail, but the sentence was quashed by 
the District Magistrate, the lower Court refused to 

refund the amount of the fine so long as the applicant did not file in Court @ 
certified copy of the Magistrate’s order. Under what law did the Honorary 


Magistrate ask for a certified copy? Again, when, after refund of the fine, 
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| a | 
Baul wanted the copy to be given back to him, it was refused, on the ground 
that it ought to remain in the Court as the document on the authority of which 

the refund had been made. Was not this zu/m on a poor helpless man ? 
9, The same paper . a! following ry = case instituted against the 
ub-Registrar 0 erpur in the Mymensingh 

ae ee eee ioctl district and others :— : re 
Sub- Registrar. Babu Guru Charan De deposed before the 
local Honorary Magistrate against Manjur Mian, the Sub-Registrar of Sherpur, 
district Mymensingh, and two of his subordinates. The complainant went to 
the sub-registry office for the registration of a document. He was taking a 
receipt after the registration of the document when Lashkar Mian, the defen- 
dant No. 2, demanded money from him. On his not complying with this 
demand, the accused struck him on the head with a book. Upon this he ran to 
the shop of a milkman, But by the order of the Sub-Registrar, Khajah 
Mahammad Manjur Mian, the defendant No. 1, he was forcibly dragged by the 
other defendants to the sub-registry office and shut up there up to 9 p.m. He 
was also foully abused. On these grounds the complainant instituted the case, 
praying that 1t might be taken as a case under sections 342 and 352 of the 
Indian Penal Code. The next day the Honorary Mayistrate heard the deposi- 
tion of the pleader, Babu Jagat Chandra Das, and also of the clerk and the 
muharrir of the sub-registry office. No summons was issued against the Sub- 
Registrar, and Laskar Mian and Mannu were simply told to present themselves 
before the Court. ‘The Honorary Magistrate has also written to the Sub- 
divisional Magistrate, Jamalpur, asking him to make over the case to the 
Bench. We fail to understand why no summons was issued egainst the Sub- 
Registrar. We request the District Registrar to call for the documents 
registered on the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, and 25th February last, and see for himself 

how the Sub-Registrar is doing his duty. 

10. <A correspondent of the Gaya Punch of the 3rd October is not pleased 
- iain a“ with the appointment of one Mahammad Hashim, a 
man in the Patna Collectorate, «clerk in the Patna District Buard, to the Mahafiz- 
ship of the Paina Collectorate. Among the candi- 
dates for the post there were many who were far superior to Mian Hashim in 
education and office experience. Mian Hashim has not passed even the Entrance 
examination. One fails to understand what made Mr. LeMesurier, the District 
Magistrate and Collector of Patna, appoint Hashim Mian to the Mahafizship of 
the Collectorate of that city when he was thought unfit even for a muharrir- 


ship by previous Magistrates and Collectors. A post of responsibility like the 


Mahazfiship should not be given to an unfit man like Mian Hashim. 

The editor does not, however, think that the taking of any serious measure 
in the matter of Mian Hashim’s appointment is necessary. Let him be given 
atrial. If he is found to be undeserving of the post, he will himself leave it. 

11. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 4th October writes as follows:— 

ie se Like Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates the 
Civiliens mnes Civilians should be periodically examined. The 
Government may take us for mad men when we 

make this bold proposal of examining those who come out to India after pass- 
ing a competitive examination in England. A Civilian is looked upon as the 
master of aJl subjects, even of the vernaculars of the country to which he is 
sent out, and it is considered to be needless to subject A to periodical 
examinations. It is true that the Civilians have to pass examinations here in 
the vernacular languages, but those examinations are not worth the name. To 
tell the truth, the Government looks upon the Civilians as well up in all things. 
Young, inexperienced Civilians are seen appointed to District Magistrateships, 
and young Civilians quite innocent of the vernaculars are placed in charge of 
subdivisions. These young Civilians do not understand the vernaculars, and 
they take down the vernacular depositions of witnesses in their own way. 
here are no interpreters in the mufassal Courts, and the European Magistrates 
are offended if a pleader ventures to translate depusitions for them. An able 
and experienced pleader has told us that he had once to go to the Court of a 
young Civilian, who did not allow him to examine witnesses, but carried on 
the examination himself through his chaprasi. A pleader of repute was only 
the other day insulted by a young Civilian in charge of a subdivision, The 
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best thing to do is to place new Civilians under experienced Magistrates 
‘not to re them with judicial powers till they have served out their tutelage, 
No Civilian should be appointed a District Magistrate or a District J udge 
before he has received training under a competent and experienced Magistrate 
at least for ten years. 

12. The Sansodhini of the 5th October complains that subscriptions are 

being raised in Noakhali for the purpose of erecting 
- a memorial to Mr. Agasti, the retiring Magistrate of 
that district. Bills are being sent by the Heads of Departments to their 
subordinates requiring them to pay subscriptions, the amounts of which are 
put down in the bills. 

13. The same paper complains of mismanagement in the record office 

Mismanagement in the record of the Chittagong District J udge’s Court.: Appli- 
office of the Chittagong District cations for the sending up of records, passing of 
oe | cheques and return of documents are not punc- 
tually attended to, and parties to suits are put to great inconvenience. 

14, The Hitavadi of the 7th October has the following against the Sub- 

a divisional’ Officer of Kalna in the Burdwan dis- 

hn Subdivisional Officer of trict: — 

— Complaints against Babu Harendra Kumar 
Ghosh are reaching us by the score, and we can no longer overlook them. He 
is on friendly terms with many in the locality and also in enmity with many 
others. Led by personal grudge and ill-feeling, he is abusing the powers 
conferred on him by the Government. It has, therefore, become urgently 
necessary to draw the attention of the authorities to his conduct. 

The Subdivisional Officer of Kalna some time ago picked a quarrel with 
the late Munsif of that place, and the effects of that quarrel are still being felt 
by many. Those whom Harendra Babu still suspects as partisans of the late 
popular Munsif of Kalna are being harassed by him in various ways. We have 
evidence supporting this statement, and we may, in future, enter into a 
detailed discussion of the subject. Here is one of the instances of his high- 
handedness: Muluk -Ghosh is an inhabitant of Maslandapur, a village within 
the jurisdiction of the Kalna subdivision, One day he was doing his own 
work when the Subdivisional Officer was on his way to Maslandapur. The 
Subdivisional Officer asked Muluk Ghosh to call a chaukidar. Occupied with 
his work, Muluk Ghosh paid no attention to this order. Upon this, the Sub- 
divisional Officer flew into a rage, and told Muluk Ghosh who he was. But, 
nothing daunted, Muluk Ghosh went on with his work, and paid no heed to 
the Subdivisional Officer’s order. The Subdivisional Officer could not bear 
this, and whipped Muluk Ghosh on the back. Placed in this predicament, 
Muluk pretended to go out in search of a chaukidar, and brought with hima 
bamboo instead, and with that he belaboured the Subdivisional Officer to his 
heart’s content. The Subdivisional Officer saved his skin by taking to flight. 

The Subdivisional Officer could not, however, easily forget the thrashing 
he had received at Muluk’s hands, and prosecuted him for assault. The case 
was tried by the local Sub-Deputy Collector, who is subordinate to the com- 
plainant. We need not say that in a case in which the complainant was the 
official superior of the trying Magistrate, justice was out of the question. Like 
master, like servant. A summons was issued against Muluk Ghosh. But he 1s 
a poor man. He could not pay a pleader, and no pleader ventured to defend 
him without a fee, and thereby incur the Subdivisional Officer’s displeasure. 
Muluk was consequently undefended, and sentenced to eight months’ rigorous 
imprisonment. It is said that one who supported Muluk Chand in this case 
was held by the Subdivisional Officer to have come within the purview of 
section 110 of the new Code of Criminal Procedure. 

We have something to say in connection with this case of Muluk Chand. 
Ought not an enquiry to be made to ascertain why an insignificant person 
like the accused in this case assaulted a man of Harendra Babu’s position ? It 
looks also odd that a man should be sentenced to eight months’ rigorous 
imprisonment for assault on the very first conviction. It may be that we 
have been prejudiced against the Subdivisional Officer by the letters complain- 
ing against him. It may be that not having heard what he has to sa about 
the case, we have been misled by the version of the other side, But the 
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authorities are expected to judge impartially. They ought to call for the 
papers of the case, and make a searching enquiry into the whole thing. 

The attention of the authorities should be drawn to another point. They 
ought to enquire whether it is true that the Subdivisional Officer is growing 
more and more unpopular in his subdivision. Numerous applications have up 
to this time been made to the District Magistrate of Burdwan praying for the 
transfer of cases from the Subdivisional Officer’s file. This shows how little 
are the public satisfied with him. 

15. The same paper has the following against the Subdivisional Officer 

of Munshiganj in the Dacca district :— 

The Subdivisional Officer cf We have come to know that an official enquiry 
Menehignt- is going on into the conduct of Maulvi Fuzlal 
Karim, Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj. We, therefore, think it necessar 
to bring to the notice of the Government a few more facts in connection wit 
him. The Maulvi Saheb does not appear to be an efficient executive officer. 
Since he came to the subdivision, there have been nine or ten murders there. 
This shows how peace is maintained in Munshiganj. The number of murders 
which have taken place during the Maulvi’s term of office is, so far as our 
experience goes, the largest on record. Here is an instance to show how a 
man lost his life owing to the faulty decision of a case by the Maulvi. In July 
last, in the case of Harimohan Das versus Harendra Lal Chaudhuri and others, 
under section 107 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, all the defendants with 
the exception of Alep Khan proposed a compromise. The Subdivisional Officer 
gave his permission without requiring Alep Khan to present himself before him. 
If Alep Khan had been caused to present himself before the Court and bound 
down to keep the peace, he would not have ventured to break tbe peace again. 
If, again, he had been proved innocent, his enemies would not have ventured 
to go against him. But the Maulvi did nothing of the kind. The result was 
that Alep Khan took part in a tree-cutting riot only ten days after the above 
case was decided, and received injuries in his head, from which he died. 


The Maulvi Saheb _yosena discourteously treats the mukhtars, but he is 


very favourably disposed towards one Aptabuddin, a Bengali-knowing mukhtar 
who is on visiting terms with the Maulvi, and said to have some relationship 
with him. The public are under the impression that to engage the mukhtar 
in a case is to be sure of winning it. There is one Bijay Chandra (thosh, the 
son of the manager of the estate of the Maulvi’s wife, whom the Maulvi has 
employed as an apprentice in his office in violation of the rule that no one who 
has not passed the Entrance examination shall be admitted to the office. 

We do not ask the authorities to take what we say on trust. We do not 
mean to say that whatever our correspondents say is gospel truth and whatever 
the Maulvi says is false. All that we want is that the authorities should cause 
an enquiry to be made into the complaints against the Maulvi. 

16. The Bangavasi of the 8th October writes as follows :— 

The High Court Translatorsbip To be a High Court translator one has now 
examination. to pass au examination. One such examination 
was held the other day in the High Court building, Outsiders as well as High 
Court employés appeared in the examination, many of the apprentices and 
candidates for translatorship being among the examinees. B. A’s. and M. A’s. 
as well as men with no University degrees appeared in the examination. The 
examination was conducted by Mr. Robinson and Mr. Joyce. A European 
examined the candidates in Bengali. It is hoped, however, that justice will be 
done if the authorities concerned be impartially disposed. Let us hope that 
High Court officers, that is to say, officers of the highest tribunal of justice in 
the land, will not fail to do justice. The Chief Justice as well as some other 
Judges have gone home, but the vacation Judges can take the matter into their 
consideration, If a Government servant, who may have happened to appear 
in the examination, passes it, he should be taken in, not as a probationer, but asa 
translator, and there should be no break in his service. Why should those who 
have shown their ability as translators in Government offices be made to serve 
as probationers? They will not be in a position to enter the High Court service 
if there be a break in their service in consequence of their doing so. It is 


qualified Government servants like them who are best entitled to High Court 
translatorships. 
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17. The Sanjwant of the 8th October asks if it is a fact that Mr. Mackoer. 
Mr. Mackertich, Deputy Magis- tich, Deputy Magistrate of Midnapbre, has been 
trate of Midnapore. transferred from judicial to revenue work in 
consequence of his acquitting the prisoners in the Ghatal riot case. Did 
Mr. Mackertich do anything wrong by pointing out the wrongdoings of the 
police and irregularities inthe proceedings of the Deputy Magistrate of Ghatal ? 
And did he deserve punishment for so doing? It is impossible for such 
injustice to be perpetrated under Sir John Woodburn. 
18. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th October has the follow. 
Mr. Mackertich in the Ghatal ing pe 

riot case. Itis reported that Mr. Mackertich, Deputy 
Magistrate of Midnapore, was relieved of judicial work, and placed in charge 
of revenue work two days after his delivery of his judgment in the Ghatal 
plague riot case, and that this has grieved the people of Midnapore. According 
to the correspondent who has sent this news the authorities wanted some convic- 
tions in the case. It may be that it was necessary to get some convictions, but 
how could any one be punished for a guilt not committed by him? A Magistrate 
cannot do otherwise than proceed strictly on the evidence placed before him, 
and even the Lieutenant-Governor will be sorry if Mr. Mackertich has been 

punished for showing a strict sense of justice, 
19. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 11th October says that the mother and 


——— only living relative of the man who has been sen- 
e Deput agistrate 0 , hie , 
a 5 AM cag are tenced to eight months’ imprisonment by the Sub- 


Deputy Magistrate of Kalna for beating the Deputy 
Magistrate of the place came to Burdwan the other day to prefer an appeal 


against the sentence, and told her pleader that the Deputy Babu did not allow a 
copy of the judgment to be given to her, and that she was not allowed to get a 
wakalatnama signed by her son. The woman further stated that her son was 
so severely beaten that there are still marks on his body, and that he cannot 
move about with ease. It is rumoured that the man has been employed to do 
the work of a mehter in the Kalna Jail, and it is very strange that though a 
long-term prisoner he has not yet been sent to the Burdwan Jail. The Magis- 
trate should enquire. | 
(c)—Jazls. 


20. The Hitavadi of the 7th October writes as follows with reference to 
the proposal to send Mrs. Leister to an English jail :— 

We are surprised to learn that a proposal has 
been made to send Mrs. Leister, who was imprisoned for murdering her hus- 
band, to England at the cost of the Indian tax-payers. The guilty wretch 


(*N*fta7), who unhesitatingly killed her husband, and was convicted of causing 


grievous hurt with a dangerous weapon, was sentenced only to seven years’ 
imprisonment. Two years of her term of imprisonment had not been over 
when the heart of the European community overflew with kindness for the 
murderess of her husband, efforts were made to procure her release, and even 
the kindness of the authorities was excited in favour of that hard-hearted 
woman. Even to this we did not object, but it is impossible for us to silently 
consent to the proposal of sending the fiend to her home at our expense. 
Release the guilty wretch, let her marry again, and let her again murder her 
husband; the consequences will be borne by her and the European community. 
But we fail to understand for what fault of ours our hard-earned money will 
be wasted in sending this guilty wretch to her home. Why did not the 
Europeans, whose hearts melted at the sufferings of this wonan, raise subscrip- 
tions among themselves in order to send her home? What offence have the 
Indian tax-payers committed that their money should be wasted in this way! 
We hear that Mrs. Leister will be lodged in an English jail. What harm 1s 
there in keeping her confined in an Indian jail? 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


21. The Gaya Punch of the 3rd October says that the Er of a ps gee 
way in the town of Gaya may be the cause 0 

ane ponpened tampmny in Geye, increased number of accidents in the town. 

Already, when there is no tramway, hardly a day passes without one or two 


Mrs. Leister in jail. 
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carriage accidents. The best way of avoiding such accidents is to construct 
footpaths on both ‘sides. of the chief thoroughfares in the town. The Chair- 
man and the Vice-Chairman of the Gaya Municipality ought to attend to the 
matter a8 soon as possible. 

92, A correspondent of the Kancal of the 5th October complains that the 
lessee of the ferry ghat, named Baramasia Phuari- 
ghat, in Noadanga in the Rangpur district, keeps 
only a boat without anybody to row it. He himself remains on one bank 
collecting the fees, and the passengers have to row the boat themselves as best 
they can. A passenger on the bank opposite that where the boat lies, wanting 
a ferry, has to wait so long as some other passenger does not bring the boat to 
him. ‘This causes serious inconvenience to those who have to catch the trains. 

93, The Bharat Mitra of the 5th October says that the Calcutta Corpora- 

tion does nothing for the improvement of the 

The — of the Bara- sanitation of Barabazar, the le and most 

ee thickly populated ward in Calcutta. The water of 

the Hooghly being mixed with kerosine oil is a source of nuisance to those who 

bathe in that river every day. ‘The bad smell of the meat cooked by the 
seamen on board the ships also annoys the Hindu bathers. 

24, The Bangavasi of the 8th October has the following :— 

We have received three rs hen from Puri 
regarding monkey-killing in that town. Here is 
the first :— 


A ferry ghat complaint. 


Monkey-killing in Puri. 


PorI, 
The 80th September 1898. 


A meeting of the Puri Municipality was held yesterday. Babu Harish 
Chander Ghosh, a pleader-Commissioner, proposed :—‘‘ Considering that the 
majority of the local Pandits are for killing monkeys, that the rate-payers 
consider monkeys a great pest of the town, ard that the present agitation is 
purely a got-up one, at the instance of some Bengalis, the Municipal Com- 
missioners continue to kill monkeys, as they are bound to destroy noxious 
animals by the law.” Babu Bidhubhusan Banerjee, also a pleader-Commis- 
sioner, moved an amendment :—“ The list of Pandits upon whose opinion the 
present proposal is based is not exhaustive; there are the opinions of other 
Pandits, which should be taken into consideration before the proposal be 
considered.” The amendment was first put to vote, and five Commissioners, in- 
cluding the Chairman, Dr. Gillman, were for it, and six, including the proposer, 
were against it. So it waslost. The Vice-Chairman after counting the number 
of Commissioners who were for and against the amendment was wise enough to 
reserve his vote. Another Commissioner, Babu Harihar Misra, a pleader, also 
reserved his vote. The original proposal was not put to vote, though pressed 
by the mover of the amendment. This was the result of the municipal meeting. 
The majority of the Pandits who, as alleged by the mover of the original 
proposal, were for the killing was composed of six against four local Pandits. 
The opinion against monkey-killing of Pandits Hara Prasad Shastri, Rajendra 
Chandra Shastri, Chandrakanta Tarkalankar, Madhusudan Smritiratna, Babu 
Nilkanta Mozumdar, Principal, Cuttack College, and of other eminent 75 Bengal 
Pandits and of 11 distinguished local Pandits, were not at all put before the 
meeting, as was promised at the last meeting. We appeal to the Hindu public 
to take up the matter into their serious consideration ; and we shall be glad to 
see that these unjustifiable proceedings be brought to the notice of the higher 
authorities. Here it should be mentioned that the majority of the rate-payers 
are strongly against monkey-killing. No further step was taken about the 
privy matter, though it was an item of business for yesterday’s meeting. 

Here is the second :— 

| PorI, 


The 8rd October 1898. 


Monkey-killing again commences soon. Please try your best to move His 
Honour rea bears, Be to suspend killing till his final decision. We have no 
language to express our horror and sorrow. 


KANGAL, 
Oct. 5th, 1898. 


BuHaRaT MITRa, 
Oct. 5th, 1898, 


BANGAVASI, 
Oct. 8th, 1898, 


we. § ae 


a 
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The third is too long for publication this weck. The Municipal Babus of 
Puri have done what Municipal Babus are generally in the habit of doing. It 
is said that many local Pandits have expressed their opinion in favour of 
monkey-killing. This news does not strike us as strange. Simple-minded 
Pandits are easily duped by designing Babus. In accordance with the prayer 
contained in the second telegram we have already despatched a telegram tu the 
Private Secretary to the Lieatenant-Governor, and have also written a letter to 
Mr. Bolton, Chief Secretary to the Government, laying the whole case before 
him. We do not know with what measure of success our efforts will be 
crowned, but Sir John Woodburn is a high-minded ruler, and Hindu religion ig 
not likely to be interfered with in any way so long as he rules. He listens 
attentively to the complaint of even the lowest among his subjects, and it is 
hoped that he will not fail to favourably consider the prayer of the hundreds of 
inhabitants of Puri. ‘The Government is no doubt a Christian Government, but 


it knows very well that it rules over three hundred millions of Hindus an 
Musalmans. . - 


25. The Sanjivani of the 8th October says that, like all other places of 

Hindu pilgrimage, Puri in Orissa is infested b 
monkeys, Hindu pilgrims not only put up with 
this nuisance, but consider it a sin to kill the 
animals. The Puri Municipality, however, in the face of the opinion of a 
large number of eminent Pandits of Bengal that monkeys in a place of Hindu 
pilgrimage ought not to be killed, has made arrangements for killing them. In 
so doing the municipal authorities have not acted wisely. People would have 
taken no objection if, instead of killing the monkeys, steps had been taken to 
capture and deport them. The municipal authorities of Puri should forego 
their zid, and act according to the wishes of a majority of the rate-payers, 
They should not, if they can help it, wound people’s religious feelings. 


Two sacrilegious acts of the Puri 
Municipality. 


It has also been an ill-advised action of theirs to construct a privy close to 
the temple. Ifa privy was required, one might have been constructed at some 


distance from the temple, The authorities should not be carried away by aid 
in this matter also. 


26. The same paper complains of an extremely insanitary tank to the 
east of premises No. 9, Madan Mitter’s Lane, Cal- 
cutta. A phial of water taken from this tank was 
sent by a neighbour to the Chairman of the Municipality so long ago as 19th 
April last. But an inspection was held five months later, on the 16th Septem- 
ber, when the water of the tank had been somewhat purified by the rains. 
The water, however, has again deteriorated, and the neighbour in question 
again drew the Chairman’s attention to the nuisance, and was told by the 
Assistant Health Officer in reply that an analysis of the water was going on. 
The water which was taken away by the municipal officer might not have been 
very bad, but the tank is becoming worse every day, and some step ought 
to be taken to remove the nuisance soon. It is a wonder that in a simple 
matter like this it has taken the Municipality six months to arrive at a 


decision. Mr. Greer ought to inspect the tank himself and do the needful as 
early as possible. 


An insanitary tank in Calcutta. 


27. ‘The same paper has the following :— 

PRI a ae In reply to the eo ae prasad 

rue treatment ot impounded Roy’s interpellation in the Bengal Couccil on the 
ene OF Eine a of the treatment of impounded cattle, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Risley said that the Government had heard of no instance in which 
impounded animals had been badly treated by a pound-keeper. For Govern- 
ment’s information we publish here an order passed by the Munsif of Raigan), 
in the Dinajpur district. Some cattle attached in execution of the decrees of 
that Court were kept in the loval pound till their sale. But the death-rate 
among animals in the pound rising to a high figure, and the owners being 
subjected to loss in consequence of their animals growing lean during the time 
of detention and fetching smaller prices, the pleaders objected to send attached 
cattle to the pound. From: that time all such animals have been kept in 
charge of the Court nazir. This inflicted loss on the pound-keeper, and he 


la ee a bn en ee ee ee ee oe 
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submitted a petition to the Munsif. After enquiry the Munsif passed the 


following order on his petition :— 

‘‘No sooner this application was made than the applicant was verbally told 
by me that he was reported ‘both by the nazir and the pleaders that he kept the 
pound disgracefully unclean and in a condition unsanitary, and he altogether 
neglected proper feeding of the attached animals sent in to his pound. I told 
him that under these circumstances I could not compel the nazir to send attached 
cattle into his pound when under the law this officer was wholly responsible for 
their proper maintenance and feeding. As I told the applicant verbally on 
some ten different times when he importunated that I could not interfere, no 
written order was necessary. But as the applicant now seeks a written order 
by applying for a copy of the same, I am to observe that the nazir and the 
p Bs report that this pound-keeper so much neglects the feeding of the 
attached and impounded cattle that several deaths under suspicious circum- 
stances occurred while the animals were impounded, and that even those that 
outlive get so much impaired in health and strength that their value is consi- 
derably reduced. The pleaders further state by saying that cattle which are 
not sold in the mufassal owing to their price being considered higher than Rs. 20, 
if kept in the pound for some time, are sure to fetch in auction prices far below 
Rs. 20. Thus by sending attached cattle into his pound would be making poor 
debtors suffer considerable loss, ‘lhe applicant, instead of insisting to have 
attached cattle put into his pound, should thank his lot that he has not been 
proceeded with against him by the judgment-debtors who suffered. The rules 
made by the Local Government under section 269 of the Code of Civil Proce- 
dure, given at the pages 29, 30, and 31 of the book of General Rules and 
Circular Orders, make it clear that the nazir should be left to his own choice 
when the attached animals are removed to the Court, subject only to approval 


of the Court.” 
Will the Government say after this that impounded cattle are not cruelly 


treated, and will it not a stop to such treatment? 

28. Referring to the monkey-killing proposal of the Puri Municipality, 
ee the Hindi Bangavasi of the 10th October says that 
«2 monkey question in the monkeys being sacred in the eye of Hindus, their 
— destruction will certainly annoy pious Hindus. It 
is simply to truckle to the Commissioners that some Pandits have supported 
the monkey-killing proposal. The destruction of monkeys in Puri, even if 
defended by almost all the Pundits and Brahmans of Puri, will certainly wound 
the religious susceptibility of the entire Hindu community of India, The 
Government shoul not at all believe what the anglicised Babus are saying in 
this connection. It should be remembered that by demolishing Ram Mandir at 
Benares at the instance of some anglicised Babus the Government had to 

encounter a great difficulty. | oo 
29. The Dacca Gazetie of the 10th October says that the Commissioners 
of the Puri Municipality have been trying hard 
yfonkey-killing by the Puri to annihilate the monkey race. But by killing 
sill monkeys, the devoteesof Ram, they will wound the 


feelings of the Hindus. Would it not be better for the Commissioners to give 


up the slaughter of monkeys? 
80. The Bangavast of the 15th October writes as follows :— a 
We are sorry to understand that the Municipal 


Meohey-Lilling in ust. Babus of Puri have again taken to monkey-killing 
in right earnest. Here is a telegram from our correspondent :— 

“ Monkey-killing commenced again with much vigour. The scene 1s too 
dreadful, too cruel! lLatrine also not yet demolished. Will the Hindu still 
remain silent? Let there be telegrams and petitions from Hindus of every 
quarter of India to His Honour praying for the stoppmg of both the sacrileges 


at once,” 
We do not approve of the proposal to deluge the Lieutenant-Governor with 


telegrams and memorials. Does not the Government know that it 1s 8 sacrilege 
to kill monkeys in Puri, and that it is as great a sacrilege to build a privy close 
to the Puri temple? Does not the English Government, the ruler of India, 
know that the Hindu may lose his head if his religious susceptibilities are 
wounded in this way and that the Government will not in any way profit by 


Hinpt BanGavasi, 
Oct. 10th, 1898. 


Dacca Gazerts, 
Oct. 10th, 1898, 
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Oct. 15th, 1898, 
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driving the Hindus mad? ‘The Government knows all this, and always acts as it 
ought to. Why should we then vex the a Gee with telegrams 
and letters? Mass meetings, lengthy newspaper articles and lectures have 


always /failed to make an impression upon the Government. Why should we 
then make a fruitless noise and agitation ? 


This is what we have received in reply to our telegram to the Private 
Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor :— 
/ 


/ 
THE S ARUBBERY 
(DARJEELING, , 


The 8th October 1898. 
| | 


SIR, | 


I received — telegram of 4th October, and on enquiry I find that orders 
on the subject have already been issued to the Commissioner. | 


/ 


Yours faithfully, 
A, H. Gaver. 


/ 
We: have not, however, been told what these orders are. If what our 


_ correspondent = in his telegram'be true, and if that has been sanctioned by 
t- 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Oci. 8th, 1898, 


BaNKURA DaRPAN, 
Oct. 8th, 1898. 


SANJIVANI, 
Oct. Sth, 1898, 


the Lieutenant-Governor, the matter must be said to have become serious. 
We are, however, loath to believe what our correspondent says. 


: (h)— General. 


31. The Dainik-o-Samachar- Chandrika of the 8th October has the follow- 
ing :— 2 


The plague in Calcutta. Plague has disappeared from Calcutta. For the 


last fortnight or so there have been no cases of plague in the town. Calcutta 


must now be declared free from the scourge, and there ought to be no more 
delay in making such a declaration. Let the Vigilance Committees in the 


several wards be maintained for the present, but the work of collecting sub- 


scriptions for the ward hospitals should not be carried on any longer. It will 
be enough to keep the hospital houses engaged for some more time; and 
the furniture required for the hospitals have been already purchased. There 
is no need, however, of keeping servants and nurses. ‘The municipal hospitals, 
too, should be dealt with in the same manner. The Englishman has made 
similar suggestions, and the writer agrees with it. The services of all European 
nurses, except two, are going to be dispensed with. That is allright. The 
services of the European doctors also are no longer required. 

82. <A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 8th October says that 
the people of Pakhanna in the Bankura district 
submitted a petition to the postal authorities asking 
for the establishment of a branch post-office in their village, and were willing to 
deposit the cost of maintaining an office experimentally for six months. No 
notice, however, has as yet been taken of their prayer. Asa large number of 
tradesmen live in the village and a Adéis held there twice a week, and the 
village also contains a middle school of ten years’ standing, a post-office there 
is most likely to be profitable to the Government. 

33. The Sanjivani of the 8th October fails to understand how Mr. 

Badshah, Comptroller of Postal Accounts, who 18 
pani pedeh. Comptroller of Parsi by birth, can be so hard upon his native 
ee ee assistants. Recently he has issued the following 


A postal grievance. 


order :-— 


OFFICE ORDER. 


The following extract from Comptroller's order, dated 23rd March 1898, 
is recirculated for information of all concerned :— 


No one will be permitted to leave office unless and until he has performed 
the minimum quantity of work,—ordinarily he will be expected to do at least 
20 per cent. more than “the minimum quantity, and ... no one will receive 
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‘ 
romotion unless he shows a fair quantity of work week and . . . no half-holida 
will be oranted unless the work of each section or group is fully current,” | 


2, It is now further ordered that at the end of every month the Superin- 
tendent, Money-order (ordinary) Department, after receiving the progress 
reports of the examiners of lists of money-orders issued and paid under 
Article 261 of the Postal Account Code, will prepare a report for submission 
to the Comptroller, showing the short outturn of any one who has failed to 
work on an average at the mean between the minimum and the 20 of higher 
rates. In other words, paid list examiners must show an average outturn of 
660 and issue list examiners 1,650 per day. | 


3, Attention is drawn to rule (3) of the Article above cited, prescribin 
that the Auditor must insist on the a ress report being kept up daily, an 
should examine it daily. He will be held responsible for its accuracy. 


4, Checkers must also show an average outturn of 550 und record clerk 
1,320, and similar progress report books must be opened for them, and a 
monthly report as above also submitted to the Comptroller in their case. 


CaLcurmtTa, By order, 


The 17th June 1898. Assistant Comptroller. 


May not the clerks of the Postal Accounts Department expect from Mr. 
Badshah, who is a countryman of theirs, the same kind treatment which they 
used to receive from his predecessor, Mr. Sandell, who was a foreigner? Under 
the latter only 500 paid lists and 1,500 issue lists had to be examined every 
day, but Mr, Badshuh insists upon an examination of 660 paid lists and 1,650 
issue lists. It is not possible for a human being, without injuring his health, to 
work so hard from year’s end to year’s end. The clerks in Mr. Badshah’s office 
are not so many machines which can be worked as much as he pleases. They 
are human beings, who want time for fuod and rest. Ifthe poor creatures 
work as Mr. Badshah wants them to do, they must not expect to live long. 
Mr. Badshah ought to be more reasonable in his demands. He ought to know 
that his orders requiring superhuman efforts from his subordinates have made 
him very uopopular. Probably he is under the impression that by issuing the 


order quoted above he has imposed no heavy task upon his clerks. But he will 


be disabused if he tries one cay to do the work himself. 


Under Mr. Badshah the poor clerks are also being very heavily fined. 
Two clerks have recently been fined Rs. 15 each. Even the apprentices are 
not exempt from fines, one of them having been recently fined Rs. 6. Is not 
such treatment extremely harsh ? 


The posts of fifty or sixty clerks are lying vacant, and have not been 
filled up. The apprentices employed in the office did not certainly go there 
on the understanding that they would serve Government all their life on an 
allowance of Rs. 12 a month. | 


34, The same paper contains the following observations on the Resolution 
on the Administration Report of the Dacca Divi- 
The Resolution on the Adminis- gj] on :— | 


Non Report of the Dacca Divi 1. We share the satisfaction which the Gov- 

| ernment feels in consequence’ of murders in the 
Backergunge district having considerably diminished. But we would ask 
the Government if: the same result could not have been attained by disarm- 
ing only the wicked instead of both good and bad men. here the 
making of a distinction between the good and the bad is not ee | the good 
must suffer along with the bad. But the making of sucha distinction in 
the Backergunge district is surely not a difficult thing for the Government to do. 


As there was not a single gunshot murder last year, Government should return: 


to all really good people their firearms. And if such a step leads.to an 
increase of the number of. murder cages, the whole district may again be dis- 
armed. There can be no harm in trying this, 

2. The Commissioner thinks that though there is still much bribery. in 
the police force, the number of corrupt men is small, and that “there are not 
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wanting signs that the steps taken in recent years to improve the conditi 

of the "fom are having thd hoped-for effect.” The vaadeation system na 
no doubt, facilitated the admission into the Police Vepartment of men better 
educated than those who formerly constituted the police force of the province. 
But with the new system of admission a new evil has cropped up. ‘The half. 
educated men who enter the Department are not satisfied with forty or fifty 
rupees a month, and many of them, therefore, take bribes, The temptation 
in their way is great, and the people of the country are not yet so far elevated 
as to refuse to give bribes, disregarding all consequences. As a matter of fact, 
corruption among police officers 18 as prevalent now as it was ever before. 


- The Government thinks that the number of corrupt officers is small, but, as a 


matter of fact, the number of corrupt men in the department is very large, 
and it is only the good and honest men who are in the minority. There is a 
way to put a stop to corruption; but Government will never adopt it. In the 
Postal Department there are ample opportunities for theft, if not for taking 
bribes. But very few thefts take place in that department, simply because that 
department allows anybody and everybody to make complaints against offend- 
ing employés free of cost. Ifa similar rule were introduced in the Police 
Department, and those complaining against police officers did not incur the 
displeasure of the higher authorities, there could be little doubt that police 
officers would become spotless as the postal employés. It is the attempt of the 
authorities to screen offending police officers and harass those who complain 
against them that has made the police so bad. 


3. Ina Division containing so many big zamindars as the Dacca Division, 
the names of only four zamindars have been favourably mentioned in the 
Resolution, The Lieutenant Governor regrets to observe that the principal 
landholders of East Bengal, with a few honourable exceptions, are seldom 
resident in their respective districts, leaving their affairs too often to fall into 
the hands of unscrupulous agents, to the detriment of their estates and their 
tenantry. But His Honour should know that it has now-a-days become difficult 
for zamindars to live in safety in the mufassal, He should make an enquiry 
to know how zamindars are treated by the Magistrates. 


85, The Bangavasi of the 8th October writes as follows :— 
We have received the following in reply to 
cat’ death at the Chansa plague our letter to the Private Secretary tu the Lieuten- 
J | ant-Governor :— 


DARJEELING, 
The 30th September 1898. 


SIR, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 8th Sep-. 


tember 1898 to the address of the Private Secretary, with which you forward 
an advance copy of the Bangavesi, publishing a letter regarding the death of 
an ascetic named Bishnu Datta Brahmachari, who was detained at the Chausa 
plague camp, and requesting that an enquiry may be made into the circum- 
stances of his death. 


2. In reply, I am to forward herewith a copy of reports submitted b 
Surgeon-Captain Gwyther, the medical officer in charge of the camp, which 
give an account of the circumstances under which Bishnu Datta Brahmachari 
was detained at Chausa, and of his death on the following day. This was 
followed a few days later by the death of a compounder named Ram Kissen 
Lal, who was attached to the camp, and has been in contact with him there. 


8. The Sanitary Commissioner is of opinion that the cause of death in 
both cases was pulmonary plague. aaa 


4, It has been ascertained that Bishnu Datta Brahmachari was a pupil 
of Dwarkanath Sen, Kobiraj, of 34, Prasanna Kumar Tagore’s Street, Calcutta. 
Three other pupils of this man were attacked by plague, and died in Calcutta 
on the 16th, 23rd and 30th August, respectively, and the deaths of no less than 
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ten other persons, including Girija Prasanna Ray, a High Court pleader, have 
heen traced to the same outbreak, | 


I have the honour to be, 
- 
Your most obedient servant, 


E. N., Baker, 
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


The contents of this letter give us cause for fear as well as surprise. 
But Dr. Sanders says that Amulya Babu did not die of pneumonic plague. 
Mr. Beatson Bell, District Magistrate of Backergunge, also declares that it is 
not pneumonic plague which prevails in Siddhakati and Abhayanil in his 
district. We are rather puzzled, but we thank the Lieutenant-Governor that 
he has granted our prayer and caused an enquiry to be made into the death 
of the Brabmachari at Chausa. We are, however, sorry not to learn anythin 
from the authorities as to how the deceased’s mggage has been disposed of an 
how and by whom his dead body was cremated. We shall be very much 
obliged if the Lieutenant-Governor causes an enquiry to be made into these 
matters. 

With reference to the death at the Chausa plague camp reported above, 
Babu Rajani Kant Gupta writes that the deceased was not, before his death, 
living in the house of Kaviraj Dwarkanath Sen. There were two deaths at 
the Kaviraj’s house, but these were reported to have been from fever. The 
other deaths, said to have been from plague, had no connection with the 
Kaviraj’s house. 

36. The Saraswat Patra of the 9th October has the following :— 

i: iia me te iia The death from pneumonic fever of a young 
aaa.  ”” C ys te wong zamindar, Babu Girija Prasanna 
Rai Chaudhuri, followed by two or three other 

deaths in his family from the same disease, produced grave fears in the minds 
of the Barisal people. The occurrence within the next few days of a few 
more cases of a similar type in Siddhakati and Abhaynil, two villages in close 
proximity to the town, aggravated these fears, and caused a plague scare in 
the district. Theinhabitants lost all sense and self-control, and prayed to God 
for deliverance from the dire scourge. The District Officer, Mr. Beatson Bell, 
did not remain idle or indifferent, His kind heart was deeply moved. Like 
an incarnation of hope and mercy sent by God, the Magistrate now presented 
himself at the doors of the afilicted and panic-stricken, and gave them the 
assurance ‘‘ Fear not.” Without the usual paraphernalia of rank and office, 
without any thought for his exalted position, without any fear or con- 
sideration so natural under the circumstances for his personal safety, he 
obeyed the guidance of his sympathetic heart, and began to pay regular 
visits to the affected villages. A patient was dying, and there was none 
to attend or nurse him. The Magistrate appe ared on the scene and took 
his stand by his deathbed. Others there were who had not the where- 
withall to procure drug and diet. These the Magistrate supplied with 
his own money. In one place one might see a poor widow, forsaken by 
everybody, piteously weeping by the side of her dead husband, and thinkin 
how she might perform the necessary funeral, when lo she saw Mr. Beatson Be 
standing at her cottage door with tears of sympathy in his eyes. If, as was 
often the case, there was nobody to carry a corpse, there was Mr. Beatson Bell 
to do the dreaded work. We have not, within recent times, heard of such noble 
deeds done by a great man. Blessed and happy is the Magistrate to whom kind 
God has thus vouchsafed a drop from His ocean of mercy, and blessed and 
happy are the people of Barisal and blessed and happy are we to whom it 1s 
given to narrate his noble deeds, Can fear dwell where such mercy lives ; 
can fear dwell under the rule of an official who is so great a friend of the 
Poor and the afflicted? The people of Barisal are now, with fearless hearts 
and uplifted hands, blessing their Magistrate. There has been no fresh 
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seizure or death in those places during the last few days. All fear wil] 

away, and so will this disease from Barisal. But this noble and meritortons 
ye of the Magistrate is such that time will never efface or wipe it out, and 
that it will remain for all time recorded in letters of gold in the hearts of the 


Barisal yee Mr. Beatson Bell, we bless you—may you enjoy health, happi- 
ness ied ong life. 


87. The Charu Mihir of the 10th October fails to understand why there 


_ is no mention of the newspaper press in the i- 

_The Press in the Dacca Admi- istration Report of the ny Division Seg 

nistration Report. . 4 ae 

last year. ‘The opinions on the press expressed in 

such reports benefited the press not a little. The cause of the silence obseryed 
in the Dacca Report after the amendment of the sedition law is not clear. 

38. The Bangavast of the 15th October writes as follows with reference 

to the withdrawal of the Plague Regulations :— 

Rove ithdrawal of the Fiague The plague had so long been oppressing the 

’ Bengali like a nightmare, and he had ceased to 

breathe freely. Now, however, that nightmare is removed, and in this pu 

season the Bengali will be able to laugh freely and taste mahaprasad to his 

heart’s content. With eyes beaming with joy and rivetted upon the glorious 

figure of Mother Durga, he will, with uplifted hands, pray for the welfare of 

their noble-minded Lieutenant-Governor. : 


ITI,.—LEGISLATIVE. 


39. The Basumats of the 6th October has not been astonished to hear 


ig that the Muhammadan Literary Society and the 
aie Tanne — the Cal- Central National Muhammadan Association in 
Calcutta have supported the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill. In every legislative proposal that the Government has ever made it has 
received the support of these two bodies, and it was not probable that they 
would behave differently in the matter of the Municipal Bill. The two Associa- 
tions in question are all the more bound to support the Government, as one 
of them is presided over by Mr. Abdur Rahman, Judge of the Court of 
Small Causes, Calcutta, and the other by Nawab Syed Ameer Hossain, Police 
Magistrate, Calcutta. Itis tobe regretted that the opinions of these two 
Musalman servants of Government are being circulated by the authorities as 
the opinion of the Musalman community at large, although the latter are as 
a matter fact at one with the Hindus in this respect. The writer hopes that 
the Musalman community will come forward to lay their independent opinion 
on the Municipal Bill before the Government. 
40. It is no wonder, writes the Mtavadt of the 7th October, that the 
cs Calcutta Municipal Bill should be supported by 
a ee, — © two such Musalman Associations as the Central 
ee National Muhammadan Association and the Muham- 
madan Literary Society. Both these Associations have made themselves famous 
by truckling to the officials, both of them are led by Government servants, 
and none of them has any connection with the Musalman community. They 
may pretend to speak in the name of the Musalman community and at the 
same time do harm to both Musalman and Hindu societies, but neither Hindus 
nor Musalmans will agree to acknowledge them as their leaders. These Associa- 
tions should, however, remember that even their patron, Sir Charles Elhott, 
has changed his opinion of the Calcutta Municipality. 


V.—Prosprects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


41. The Sansodhint of the 5th October writes as follows :— _ 

The Government, in reply to the interpellation 

of dat etion of the existence of the Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen, denied the 
ror existence of distress in the Chittagong district, on 

the ground that people were not willing to work on the construction of the 
Kutubdia embankment. The fact, however, is that the contractor under the 
Inspector in charge of the work opened a grocer’s shop and sold rice and ddl 
at, high prices to the coolies working on the embankment. The coolies could 
not save anything from their earnings after paying the high prices taken from 
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them. How could people be willing to work on the embankment? So far 
as our experience goes, we know a Mijji to have sought the protection of a 
poor-house. This as well as the reports of Messrs. Phillimore and Good.show 
that there is distress in Chittagong. 

As for the construction of the Kutubdia embankment, both the District 
Magistrate and Collector and the Executive Engineer have reported . unfavour- 
ably about it, and said that money has not been economically spent. The 
Commissioner, however, seems to be favourably disposed towards the Inspector. 


The Government ought to cause an enquiry to be made into the matter. 


42. The Bangavasi of the 8th October has the following :— 

Reports of distress in Bihar are reaching us 
every day, and the Government ought to take 
immediate steps to save the lives of its subjects. So far, however, the 
Lieutenant-Governor has taken no relief measures, and all that has been done 
to relieve the distress of the people has been done by Magistrates and Collectors 
in their own small way. The recent flood has inflicted on Bihar an inj 
ten times as severe as that which was inflicted by famine, But still the Govern- 
ment remains apparently idle and inactive. The Biharis have not yet been 
able to recover from the effects of the last famine. Emaciated skeleton-like 
figures of men and women are still seen in the villages in the Darbhanga 
district. With weak emaciated bodies, the Biharis have had torrents of rain 
pouring over their heads and have had to wade through waist-deep water. 
They have suffered in this way for about a month without food, without any 
chance of cooking. We have come to learn that in many a house there has 
been no cooking for a week, and people have satisfied their hunger by eating 
unboiled rice and maize. Sir John Woodburn should not remain indifferent 
and inactive. His Honour drove round Calcutta during the plague scare and 
personally addressed words of comfort to the panic-stricken people. He should 
similarly tour through Bihar and personally come to the relief of the distressed 
Biharis. The naked, homeless and starving people of Bihar may live a few 
days more if they are cheered and comforted by their ruler. Who else shall 
support and relieve these distressed subjects if not such a kindhearted ruler as 
Sir John Woodburn? The Babu politicians who style themselves patriots and 
shed torrents of tears over their miserable condition have raised subscriptions 
and sent a delegate to England to agitate against the Calcutta Municipal Bill 
when their countrymen in Bihar, wet and shivering, are dying! The Lieuten- 
ant-Governor should remain idle no longer. Heis the ruler of the Biharis, and 
it is he who will be held responsible for the lives of those who will die of 
exposure and starvation during this prevailing distress. A pious Christian, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is sure not to forget this. 


43, The Gauhati correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 8th October 
| reports scarcity and distress in the undermentioned 
villages :— 

Dahali, Bhaduripara (or Uperhali Medhipara), Rajapukhuri, Dakhala 
Satrapara within the jurisdiction of the Palasbari thana; Kekan Adatali, 
Gorakshar Tari, Daluakhal, Bamulbari in Dakhin Barakshetri Manja within 
the jurisdiction of the Hajo thana; Dirnagaon, Barnibari, Kharija, Dirua, 
Bunmala, Kalatali, Bakerikuthi in Uttar Barakshetri Manja within the juris- 
diction of the same thana; and Bihveswar, Pipelibari, Gandhia and Kakaya in 
Dharmapur Manja within the jurisdiction of the Nalbari thana. 

The aus crop has been already consumed, and no one can say how, with- 
out extraneous help, the people of these villages will manage to pass the 
months of Aswin and Kartik. Many in the village Dahali are taking service in 
the tea-gardens and elsewhere or are anxious to secure service. 


The distress and flood in Bihar. 


Scarcity and distress in Assam. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


44. The Basumati of the 6th October writes:— ve 
The authorities always say that the condition of 
% 7 bon. ag prosperity of the the Indian people is improving every day. The 
ag report of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, 
on the administration of the Salt Department, however, tells # different tale. 
Last year the salt revenue in those provinces fell off by five lakhs of rupees. 
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This decrease is not attributed by the Government to illicit manufacture of 
salt on @ larger scale, but is admitted to have been due to famine, But does 
this mean that the people are enjoying competence? It requires no extra- 
ordinary intelligence to see how poor a people must be who, in a year of 
rertay cannot procure even the full quantity of salt required to season their 
daily ' 


Urtya Papers. 


45. The Utkaldipika of the 6th August is of opinion that the provisions 
a of the Bengal Tenancy Act, which were framed 
ee eee for the permanently-settled estates of Bengal, can 
never be considered as applicable to the temporarily-settled estates of Orissa 
and Madras. The writer therefore looks upon the opposition of the Madras 
zamindars to the Madras Tenancy Bill framed after the model of the Bengal 
Tenancy Bill as natural, and advises Government not to thrust upon the Madras 
people a measure which they do not at all want. 
46. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 10th August approves of the reduc- 
tion proposed to be made in the rates of postage 
The new newspaper postage charged on newspapers, but does not like that the 
rules. ° 
old rules should be changed entirely. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BenGcAL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 15th October 1898. 


